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D*sr i\4r. Fr*sident:

T r,vant tr advise you ot-my decisian t{.} retire fr*m ür:velnlnent serr.'ir:.n

and as Insp*ct*r General of the Ðepartm*n{ çf Stirte ancl nt't}:e Braaclcasting

Bnard nflüovemûrs ås of the cluse of å:usine$$ ün Janrrary I5,, ?tü8.

Ås I sairJ ixt nry swe*ring*in in 2ûû5- $trier çuhich Secretary Rice \&"¿ts sü

gracious t* presideì rrÌy cürïmunity nnd my cotul[å]' ltaro,e been wtnderfui to r:e
*nd I had an nhtrigation {o pay that hack. I have heen lroncred to dt: prthlir:

srrvi*e, and I thank yCIH very ur*ch fbr giving n:e lhnt ûppût"Tunity. X lt¡*ve rvlth

a feeling nf'satisfacticn ar:d ac*amplishment at having prornnted efliciency,
acconrrt¿rhility antf positive chang* at the Ðepartrnent of State aneÏ the BS#. I
*rarne also been pleased tc s*rvç effectiveåy, al fhe rrsqLÌ*st *f the T"f"S.

üûvemnilenL as Chaår of tÏr* B*arcl af Ëxternaå Â.uditnrs CIf thç ürganizit{i*tr *f
Å.r¡rerican States.

I ¡tlso lesvc ofiìce wïth **nce,r'ns regarding intrrererlt struetural and

c*nceptu*l c?eËecfs in ttre inspe*tor gen:erul position" üf even gre;l{er *onçeul tû

me i,ç the grave threat fo pr*bli*; $efvïte posed by tfie çurre¡rt rårltür and distrust

bnËween and arn*ng the pnlitiual parties, the legislative tlnd exËüutive branch*s

of gavcrnnrent, th¿ n:*di¿*, and vnrict¡s interest grüups. I [:e]ieve very sïrcr'¡gly

in the r:hligatian *f all gc*cl citiz*rr¡s to da public service ât $ûlne pnillt in their

lìr,es. I q,a.$ prleased this year Io crente rhe Hawnrd J. Kr*ngnrtl Scholars ir:r rhe

lrÏation's Seruice at Frin*eton Unir,ersitl, anct its rft'uödrür'v Wilso¡l Sch*oi r¡l'

Pr"rblic nnd Internâriana.l ,Afïairs in c*njuncli*n with their Sclro[ars in the

Natior1's Serçice Initi*tiv*. This Tnitiative is desigered to providr: â11 ûppor{unitli'

{br ûHtstandtng studenTs Io ¡lå}[ their: skîlls ancl energv stt the servicc *f the

federa.l grvËH1îîlÈnt ancl [s instiTl i.¡r ttrem a desire ts: clo public serr,ice ovÐr *T
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lnas.t purt o1'their future rs"re,Êr$ ai'ter n.tix-year r+,qrrk arul study pr:ogram. I
rern¿rin cleeply carrmitt*d tÕ thrsÐ *bje*tives, hr¡t I lbar thar if the current
enviror:rnent in TVashing{cn persistr, tûû üreny *f t.he ffiÕlil que*lifi*<l pr*specfiv*
plrhli* $€Ë\:'&rlt,{ rrtf,üs$ the *ot¡ntry wÏil b* clissu¿tded fi:*nt senving.

My Janunry 15,3ü{}8, refirement date will prcvide acleqnate time for an

crd*rly transiticn of iny responsibilities. More imp*rtanl, it w'ill enable åìïre tû
see thraugh fa *ompletlon,nse cf the.mcsl a¡nbitious and sr¡cc.essful prd*cts al
my tenure as lnspecfor Gcner¡-rÌ: the launchir+g *f tlre Departn'lent *f State

tfÍrc* r:[ fnspeetcr ûeneral {üTü) Middle liast l(egir¡na[ C]f'lic* {MIiRü}. ït
ïa'as ùhvioux tr¡ m* ftorn my *erliest d*y.+ in *JJice in the suÊrüner cf'3*ü5 that
üt{i coulc,t Éot prûvÍrle the highest level ct'*r,¿'rsight irr ïrarl and 4.1-ghani*Taaq or
in ihturre cCInl'Tiet ûr crisis area* intirat r*gi*n, rr¡ith*ut'nhnots çn th* gr{r*ncl".
Y*t, ars fnr as ånyüne can recnll, in th.e 1üü yenr:s thnt ftc $tste l)*p*rtntent
ins¡'rectian and then Inspccïar $pneral functi*n has sxintçd, it has në!'cr j:lad n

ilerTTlân*ntpres*ntø +r¡t,si.d* the Waslaingtor: arËa, fuly visinn ww {çr an ag,i}e

ünd ahle team to be pres*nt is the hrnntler Måddle East, not.!ust finr the exist.ing

c.ritical State üepartmrent activities tLlere but *Ïso f'or The next crisis resptnsi¿

and evsn tcr be emhedded i¡l tÍre ear"liest rÐspon*\e activiTias, rc,hich *xp*rienne
h*s tærught uç is the tirrre wher-l oversight is rxrosT needed hult leas been åcart

avn:ilable. Horvever. lauk oflftinding and of people ra'iålir:g Tc servc ir: tÏ:al
rugicn. as lvel1 as resis€asce borh *utside and w.ithir: ()I(i, led snmç tü refer tü
tlris ¡rs my 'niznpnssible dËeårn".

$ignificant eftbrts resr"rlted in the appro¡:rinti*n in tlae IrY'CI? Ert;'*rgt,lçy
Suppleu'rertta! irr June 3ûûT of funding for the e stahlishment of the MfRÛ,
Folk:r,ving that, I r¡ccessfhlly recruited the veqr Tiest people I col¡l¿i tind rn lsad

ftc h,fH,lïü. I visíted pnlspeetive prrmnfienT locafians fbr rÍz*, MfiRü, as rq.r:[l n$

.&fglrnni"'rt*lr *nd lraqLn al,l¿¡.ngc for MËRü temlpüräry space and suppolt fhere.

end I ccncluded ¿hat Amman, "Icrdan, â$ a peffnflnent lucalion,, çf1rnr*ed ths be¡¡l

prnspect.* fbr sucr*sn* eiÊthe MERü tc provitle or.srsight ir: ths cc¡ntlict and

potential crisis iår*s$. I pcrsucded vnrinus constitr¡encies rkalt the merjls ancå

her¡efits CIf all ült pre*e*ce !¡'l Amman autvieåglted tFre tos s, imporitiolrs ilIl
spftÇe and sr:ppurtiv* re*curr,'es i¡: shaÉ snpply, securiïy, and *fher tCIHtqltls.

.4"n iln¡rr:*çsive h4üTtü work plan fr:r 2ûü8 l:as been cieveilo¡:ed that fbc¡-rses'mn

lrigh-risk, hîgh-value, high-cast l)epartmeRt pl'ûgÈarils, altcl the sÍÏlce rvill
ire*;lude *n invcstigativ* capuhility. A fbrv issucs retnain thet. Í rxpect trl
cornpÌ*te ín thc conring w*eks, but success is in vTew, and the h'l.HIEÛ is tn be

laun*lled in .Arrmrrrr ¡ult late:r than Janruary 15, 3üfi8. Ít n,ilÏ he r¡¡ith grefl{t prlcle



in Ëhe ereation nf the hrfERt] that I will ¡:etire at that tim*" T *m likerc,rse
gratifeed tc hav* a*sisted the ft'*qi Ìnspectors #eneral. whü ÉHe fl ns\ry ü.n1û.ept ;n

th*ir c*nntry, ancl t* have initi*te¿{ and impÍenrenÊed the iclea çf a 
.L1.,$, 

.A"dvisor

{* the lracli I#s in Baghdad. The pels{.}n I recruite¿l 1çr lhat pusition }"lns L:een ir-r

Baghdad f,*r nearl;r- â year en.aking notahle ask'anöes in training iln.d r-neutot:irtg

fhem.

Thank y*u again, I\.{r. Presidçnt, fnr giving Tr}e thix opp*rtunity. I alsç
rvar:lt to express r:ny gratitucle to $e*reTary R.ict u,ho wfls enÐtrmously
supportive, *,vhile aÏrruays being respectful ol'my inelependelrce as tlte InsFectçr:
Genee"*I.

Respecttully,

r l/
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T{t¡ltrard J. Krp¡gitrcl ^ ¿
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The Flnnor"*hl* Jcseph R" Biden, Jr.
ül:ralrm*n
Com¡nitte e on F' çreigrr Relafions
Unitecf Ststes ñenate

The Honorable Richard ü. Lugar
ITankirrg'Mertrher
CornmitLee nn Foreign Relations
United StaT*s SenaÈw
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üïrairman
üammittee nn Hcmeland $ecurity a¡rd ü+vefl:¡rnentd .A.ffiirs
Llnitscl Stales Senate

The Honr¡rable Susan (ollins
ït*nking, h4nmbur
Commitåee an Ll¡rmeland Security ancl üoi,emmelrld .4í-fairs

United States Seilate
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ühairman
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Tlr* Honn rabl* lTe*na R*s*Lelltinøn
Rankirrg Mernhe.r
t*mrrrittee on Fo¿eign,4,fiaírs
U.S. f{ouse * fl RepresentåtiT,/es

'[he f:lcnr¡r'*hle Henrry A. Waxman
Chai¡nrm
üt:mmittee çn tversight and LinvernnlÊnt Ref'orm
U.,$. llur.rse uf Repre$*nf,âti veË

Tl,re Í{unorahle Tuni üal'is
Rnnking h{ember
CclmmitTee CIn üversight ¿urd {i*r'e¡tmerlt Refrlrffi
Ll.li, Houçe of Representative,s


